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   Accents 
May - Aug 2019                                                     mlaccents910@hotmail.com 

Director’s Corner 

Director Dave Rowan 
 
As I start to write this article, I have been informed that the transition between our retiring 
General Manager, John Bradley and or newly hired GM John Laliberte, will begin on 
Monday April 29th. There will be a week of overlap between them and then on Monday 
May 6th John Laliberte will assume full responsibilities as our GM. 
Although a few words cannot adequately cover 26 years of leadership here at Maple Leaf, 
I do want to thank John Bradley, both as a Director and as a homeowner for his dedication, 
professionalism and expertise (in many areas) in keeping our community the “Best of the 
Best” and a place where we are all proud to call home, whether as a snowbird or those 
lucky enough to live here year round. THANK YOU, JOHN! You should be very proud of 
what you have done here at Maple Leaf! 

 
At the same time, I would like to welcome John Laliberte to our community.  We all wish you well and will help you in 
every way as you take over your responsibilities. This is a great community! 
I was fortunate to be on the search committee that worked towards hiring our new GM and I learned a great deal in the 
process. In many cases the GM’s had more “direct reports” to them than we have here at Maple Leaf. One of those was 
often a Recreation Director. In discussion with many candidates there was amazement at the extent of our volunteer 
leadership here at Maple Leaf. When they looked at the resident Directory and saw the two full pages of activities/clubs 
and ongoing events, it became very apparent that Maple Leaf is indeed a special place in large part due to our volunteers 
in so many areas. 
 
THANK YOU to all our VOLUNTEERS. We wouldn’t have the lifestyle we do without you! 
Please help us keep this unique aspect of our community a priority by volunteering when you can. 
 
Brief Update on the Fiber Optic Project: 
At the present time both parties are working at finalizing a contract. Once our Maple Leaf committee is comfortable with 
the contract, we will inform residents in a July mailing that outlines timelines and further details 
Have a good summer. 
 

General Manager 
John Bradley 

 
The pace of the Park has slowed considerably since most of the snowbirds have departed.  
From my perspective it was overall a great season.  A brief update of some subjects follows: 
 
HURRICANE SEASON.  This August 13th will be the 15th anniversary of Hurricane Charley.  It 
destroyed over 450 homes and damaged almost all the others in Maple Leaf.  We must always 



2 
 

be prepared.  Don’t forget the damage Hurricane Michael caused in the Florida Panhandle last year.  The Gulf of Mexico 
water temperature is rising and warm water temperatures are the source of energy for hurricanes.  Have you secured all 
loose objects on your lot?  Do you have provisions if we lose power for a number of days?  Do you have a plan to evacuate 
the Park?  It is unlikely that County Emergency Management will permit manufactured home communities to remain 
occupied if a major hurricane is forecast.  HAVE A PLAN; BE PREPARED.  DON’T BE COMPLACENT AND THINK IT WILL NOT 
HAPPEN AGAIN! 
 
LOT CARE.  The much hotter weather, humidity, and frequent rains are just over the horizon.  The spring and summer 
months produce a growth rate five times the winter rate.  Grass and weeds can grow six inches a week.  The Corporation 
only mows and trims lots; we do not maintain gardens, planters, shrubs, etc.  Homeowners are responsible to insure that 
your lot is maintained in your absence.  Violations will be reported to the homeowner, not those who have been 
designated to care for the lot. 
 
CLUBHOUSE CLOSURE.  The Queensway Center is now closed until the end of September to conserve utility costs.  It will 
be open and available for special events.  Obviously it will also be available as a storm shelter and refuge center unless the 
County declares a mandatory evacuation of mobile home parks.   
 
UPDATES.  There will not be another “Accents” until September.  Periodic updates will be provided over the summer when 
required via the “Accents” email address and our editor, Donna Sheppard.  If not registered please contact Donna at 
mlaccents910@hotmail.com.  Other sources of Park information are CH 195; the CH 195 website, www.mlgcctv.com; and 
the Park Website, www.mapleleafgcc.net.   As most know the Park Website is packed with information. 
 
SALES ACTIVITY.  Since the beginning of 2019 there have been 41 home sales through April 20th and another 10 pending 
in later months for a total of 51 to date.  This is 13 more than the 2018 total of 38 on this date.  The average sales price of 
a post hurricane home (2004 or later) is $150,300.  The average sales price of a heritage home is $97,300.  We encourage 
homeowners to utilize the Park Sales Office.  Our sales associates have the advantages of a Sales Office in the Park, a 
display board outside the Pro Shop, the Park website, the use of CH 195, multi-passenger golf carts, and other resources.   
 
RENTAL WEBSITE.  Seldom a day goes by that there are not telephone inquiries about renting in Maple Leaf during the 
winter; we refer them to our rental website.  Our rental website is extremely popular.  Some homes are rented within 
hours of appearing on the website.  Homes in Maple Leaf can rent for up to $3,000 monthly during the winter.  If you do 
not anticipate occupying your home during all or part of the season, then you might consider using the website.  If 
interested please call Debi in the Park Office at 625-3130. 
 
MAPLE LEAF 2020 HARDCOPY TELEPHONE DIRECTORY.  Any changes for the 2020 Directory should be submitted by 
September 15th.   
 
RETIREMENT.   May 3rd will be my final day as the GM and I will have been at Maple Leaf exactly 26 years as I came here 
on May 3, 1993.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my tenure in this wonderful community or I would not have stayed this long.  
I have met thousands of wonderful homeowners, renters, and guests.  I truly appreciate the great support the 
homeowners have provided to me.  Your new GM, John Laliberte, has an outstanding record of success and I am sure he 
will make Maple Leaf an even better community.  I wish all of you the best of health and success.  THANK YOU! 
 
Have a great summer.  Thanks to the volunteers who do so much to make our community great. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mlaccents910@hotmail.com
http://www.mlgcctv.com/
http://www.mapleleafgcc.net/
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Introduction 
Gary Kobel 
 
Maple Leaf Residents 

I would like to introduce you to our new General Manager, John Laliberte, pronounced (La 

liberty). John comes to Maple Leaf Golf and Country Club with 30+ years of General 

Manager/ Chief Operating Officer experience at many clubs throughout the country. John's 

last position was 15-year tenure as GM/COO of a private club, 800-home community in 

Naples with both Golf and Food and Beverage operations. John has experience in hospitality 

management which will assist Maple Leaf in improving our current F&B operation. John is 

a licensed Community Association Manager (CAM) in the state of Florida and an active member of the Club Management 

Association of America (CMAA).  He is a graduate, with honors, of Cornell University with a Bachelor of Science. When 

taking time away from his duties at work, John enjoys playing a round of golf and is a fan of all sports. His greatest 

enjoyment is spending quality time with his wife Norma and friends. He is also a graduate of CMAA Business Management 

Institute: BMI-1, BMI-II and BMI-III.  John's official start date is April 29th. I would ask you to give John a warm Maple 

Leaf welcome. 

I would like to share with you the process used to finalize our search for a General Manager. 

President Rick Hull asked me to chair a committee that consisted of 3 board members; Karen Hamilton, Dave Rowan, and 

myself and 2 residents; Buddy Brosseau and Marti Mc Fadzean. The committee's charter was to provide the board with 5 

finalists for consideration.  The position was advertised in 2 association newsletters; Community Association Institute (CAI) 

and Club Management Association of America (CMAA). We received over 60 resumes. The committee evaluated each 

resume and assigned a rating to each candidate. We selected 12 finalists. The committee attempted to select 5 finalists to 

present to the board. The finalists were so good that we provided the board with 7 finalists. The committee also provided 

the board with 18 questions that would be asked of each finalist in a 1.5-hour phone interview. We also provided the board 

with a rating system that would allow the board to compare each candidate equally.  The board's goal was to use the phone 

interviews to select 3 finalists that would come to Maple Leaf for an onsite interview. The board was only able to reduce 

the finalist to 5 candidates. The board interviewed each of the 5 candidates on April 2nd. Again, we utilized a standardized 

rating system. All 5 candidates were separated by only .5 points. The board met on April 3rd and selected our finalist. The 

Board feels confident we have used methods critical to determining a best candidate to fill the General Manager position.  

We welcome John to our Maple Leaf family and look forward to his leadership. 

 

 

Grounds Superintendent 

Christopher Spence 
Accents May 2019 

Golf 

The last tournament of the year was a Superintendents’ revenge; myself and Nathan had a lot 
of fun thinking of ideas. It was a fun day and everyone I spoke to really enjoyed it and now me 
and Nathan have the whole summer to think of new ideas for next year. 
We will be doing a wall-to-wall spray application on the golf course Wednesday, May 1st to treat 
for mole crickets and a pre-emergent herbicide to help with weed control. 
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Weather permitting, we will aerate the fairways and greens on May 28th and 29th. The first tee aeration will be on June 
5th, these processes will be ongoing over the summer and we will keep members who are here year-round posted. 
Most of the granite tee markers have been donated back to the clubs or individuals that donated them originally.  There 
are a few left and they will be raffled off in the fall once everyone has returned. We feel this is the fairest process, so 
everyone gets a chance of owning one as there has been a large demand for them. The numbers that are left are numbers 
1, 2, 6, 9, 10, 15, and 17; I will publish in the accents when the raffle will take place so keep your eyes open for that.   
Grounds 
As always make sure if you need any assistance with irrigation to please send a work order request into the main office. 
New annuals will be planted at the beginning of May, all the old ones have been removed. 
Ant bait around homes was done last month as well as perimeter hedges being trimmed. Both practices are done twice a 
year, April and October.   
We will also be adding new ornamentals in some areas to give extra color to the park. 
Staffing 
We have two new additions to the staff. Dan Fanstill is our new irrigation tech; Dan comes to us with over 20 years of golf 
irrigation and mechanical experience. Scott Matthews is also joining our crew and has multiple years of golf course 
experience. 
I also want to welcome our new General Manager, John Laliberte. I am very excited to be working alongside him and look 
forward to learning from John in our pursuit to make Maple Leaf even better than it already is now.  
Lawn Maintenance 
Lawns will be mowed every week in May and every week throughout the summer months.  

 

 

Message from The Pro Shop 

Nathan  

End of Year Merchandise Sale 
 
Arm Sun Sleeves are 20% off! 
All Apparel is 20%off! 
All golf shoes are 20% off! 
Maple Leaf logoed Tervis Tumbler 4 packs are now 15% off! 
Logo Golf Towels are 10% off! 
 

Summer Golf Rates 
 
The 2019 Maple Leaf summer golf rates are here! 
18 Hole Daily Fee = $19.00* Including cart. 
9 Hole Daily Fee = $14.00* Including cart. 
18 Hole Walking Fee is just $14.00*. 
9 Hole Walking Fee is just $10.00*. 
Daily golfing rates are valid from 4/20/19 – 9/30/19 
 
Purchase a Summer Membership for only $300.00*! Cart fees not included. 
Summer Memberships are valid from 4/20/19 – 9/30/19.  
 
Summer Membership Trail Passes are just $100.00*! 
Trail Passes are valid from 4/20/19 – 9/30/19 
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Purchase a Summer Discount Card for only $25.00* and pay just $16.00* to play 18 Holes with cart! $11.00* for 9 Holes! 
Discount Cards are valid from 4/20/19 – 9/30/19 
 
Call the Golf Shop for Tee Times at 941.629.1666 
Tee times can be made up to 6 days in advance. 
*Plus Tax* 
 
Limited Golf Carts 
 
With summer upon us and the golfing rates dropping, we will be seeing a high demand for use of our Maple Leaf fleet golf 
carts. Due to our limited cart fleet, it is very important to let us know when booking a tee time if you will need a Maple 
Leaf fleet golf cart.  
 
Ladies League 
 
Throughout the summer, the Ladies League has reserved several tee times every Tuesday morning for summer league 
play. If you wish to play, you may sign up on the Ladies League board behind the golf shop. 
 
Meet New Friends 
 
Are you new to Maple Leaf or just looking to tee it up and meet some new friends for golf? Thursday’s is a great day for 
that! Beginning April 25th, we will have a few tee times set aside starting at 8:00am each week on Thursday. 
 
Upcoming Tournaments 
 

• May 27th 2019 – Memorial Day Scramble – Signup begins May 6th in the Golf Shop 

• July 4th 2019 – July 4th Scramble – Signup begins June 13th in the Golf Shop 

• September 2nd 2019 – Labor Day Scramble / Patriot Golf Day – Signup begins August 12th in the Golf Shop 
 
Closed Wednesday 
 
From May 1st – September 25th, the golf course will be closed on Wednesday’s for maintenance. The golf shop will also be 
closed on those days. 
 
Thank You! 
 
A big thank you to all of the Maple Leaf residents, non-resident members and staff, that made the 2018-2019 golf season 
such a huge success! There were A LOT of new changes to Maple Leaf this year and the transition went extremely well!  
 
Have a fun and safe summer and we look forward to another great season for 2019-2020! 
 

Presidents Message 
Rick Hull-President 

 

Season is ending and most of our snowbirds have left for their summer up north.  Our 

Neighborhood Watch volunteer list has dwindled, and we are in need of volunteers.  If 

anyone is interested in signing up for the watch, please call 941-235-7856.  It would be 

for one night a month and the hours are 11:30 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. working with the 

Rover,  both of you will have a radio for communication.  Thank you, Rick 
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Photo Club 
Dennis and Betsy Ausel 
 

As the season ends, we would like to say “Thank You!”  to the Arts and Crafts Club for letting us participate in this season’s  
Arts and Crafts Show.  We enjoyed being involved in such an amazing event that shows how much talent, creativity and 
organization that goes on in our great community.  We are Maple Leaf proud!   Also, a heartfelt “Thank You”  to those 
who participated in the People’s Choice Photo Competition.  Our success was due to a team of Maple Leafers that ranged 
from enthusiastic voters, skilled judges, avid photographers, and committed helpers and organizers. We are delighted as 
we step down from our positions to be leaving the Photo Club in good hands with newly elected President Tom Valentich 
and Vice President Bud Soffel. 
 
As promised, we have the list of winners from this season’s Photo Contest.  Although all entries are to be commended on 
their skill, these were the “ People’s Choice”  winners for this seasons theme of “ Our Community”.   Congratulations to 
the following: 
 
    1ST PLACE:    Another Day in Paradise, by Betsy Ausel 
 

2ND PLACE:   Snow Moon Over Maple Leaf, by Sally Briggs 
 

3RD PLACE:   Pretty in Pink, by Tom Valentich 
 

 
 

                             
 

 
 
SPECIAL CATEGORIES: 
 

COMPOSITION:     Limpkin on 16TH,  by Donna Schmader 
MOTION:                Easy Money, by Tom Valentich 
CLOSE UP:              Life Is Good, by Betsy Ausel 

 
HONORABLE MENTIONS:  

Maple Leaf Moon Experience, by Rick Oliver 
Through the Palms, by Lloyd Nelson  
Bug Off, by Betsy Ausel  
 

Join us next season! 
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Arts & Crafts Club 
Carol Hebert, President 258-8924 
 
What a great creative season it has been!  Every year it is said that the Arts & Crafts Show was the best ever and again this 
year it was “the best of the best”.  Our sincere gratitude to Barb Braithwaite for her hard work, dedication and unlimited 
patience in organizing the most exquisite show to showcase the amazing pieces created by our 327 members.  Barb, the 
Arts & Crafts Club is so thankful for your hard work these past 5 years as show convenor.  You will not be an easy act to 
follow!  You have set the bar high! 
Many thanks to all teachers and assistant teachers for your dedication and for sharing your talents that allow our members 
to spend magical hours socializing and creating wonderful art in all kinds of mediums. 
Sincere appreciation to all Executive Board Members Carol Hebert, Carol Coglan, Holly Paulsen, Barb Dunsmore, Kathryn 
Garrett, Lynn Palmer, Ruth Ann Fifer, Diane Shimmons and Lise Boudreau.  Registration, mini registration, Holiday Bazaar, 
Executive Meetings, general Meetings, the Arts & Crafts Show, the Teachers’ Appreciation Dinner have kept all board 
members very busy and involved throughout the season. 
To all our members, have a wonderful summer!  Safe travels!  Look out for the Arts & Crafts class descriptions and 
schedules in the November Accent. 

 

 

Message from the Sales Office 

We'd like to thank all the volunteers who volunteered in the sales office 
this season.  We appreciated their help in the office as well as with the 
open houses we did this season. 
 
Also, thanks to Cindy Shannon for doing such a great job of keeping our 
volunteer program organized. 
 
Thanks also to all the other volunteers who helped out with all the park 
activities all season. 
 
We wanted to remind you that summer is also a great time to sell your 
home.  We sold 20 homes last summer and the golf course wasn't even 
open.  With the course being open we anticipate a higher volume. 

 
For those that don't know, we have three Florida licensed REALTORS® in the sales office.  We have Shauna Platt, Barbara 
Collins and Vickie Teel available to help you. 
 
It was great seeing you all again and we wish you a safe trip home and a wonderful summer. 
 
 

Party in the Park  
Kathie Gove 
 

Sunday, November 10 from 1-6  
This year California Toe Jam will rock Maple Leaf, once again as they perform their final Sunset Tour after 35 years. 
Many Maple Leaf clubs have already volunteered to host a tent for the Party in the Park.  Residents are already stepping 
up to assist with organizing, setting up and taking down the tents, tables, and chairs.  Others have committed to selling 
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tickets for the entry gate and food concessions. It is a fun way to get reacquainted with friends who have been away for 
the summer and will be returning to Maple Leaf for another winter season.   
Now all you have to do you join in the fun.   
Mark your calendars Sunday, Nov 10, 2019, for Party in the Park  
Interested in volunteering?  Have an idea? Email keg.5671@gmail.com or contact your club. 
If you haven’t already, get Accents online and save costs and trees 
Sponsored by Pickleball Club  
 
 

Pickleball 
Tom Kanigan, Past President 
 
Our membership reached 215 in 2018-19, proving once again that Pickle Ball is as popular in Maple Leaf as everywhere. 
We trained 80 Beginners this year and the Introduction to Pickleball was supplemented with Supervised Play every Friday, 
and ball machine practice on the other court for Intermediate and Advanced players at the same time.  
Our AGM was held Monday, March 18 in the CanAm building, followed by our last Social of the year.  Members voted to 
have a Men’s Ladder next season in addition to the Mixed and Ladies Ladders, and Ed Hopkins volunteered to organize 
the Men’s Ladder. 
The following were elected to the 2019-20 Executive; 
 Joe Potter   President 
 Tom Kanigan  Past President 
 Rob Kenton  Vice-President 
 Linda Thornton  Treasurer 
 Sue Brown  Secretary 
 Chris Garner  Director, Competitions 
 Fred Cockburn  Director, Coaching 

Bernadette Gowland Director, Social 
Fall registration will be Saturday, November 9, 2019 on the CanAm Deck, starting at 2 PM, which includes the first  Social 
of 2019-2020. 
Planning is underway for next year’s schedule and activities, so if anyone has suggestions, please send them to a member 
of the Executive. 
Until then, Happy Pickling ! 
 
 

Bocce Club 
Bill Hamilton 

April’s Bocce blurb was mistakenly left out of the paper issue of Accents due to a computer glitch.  In case you missed the 

last electronic Accents,  here is your new executive for 2019/2020. 

President – Tom Dodd 

Vice-president – Ray Rudich 

Secretary – Beverlie Nelson 

Treasurer – Al Ritchie 

Membership – Linda Gardner 

Social Director – Hope dams 

Captains Captain – Joe Costa 

Past President – Bill Hamilton 

mailto:keg.5671@gmail.com
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Apparently, we again had complaints about ripples in the carpet, so Mike Walker called in the contractor/installer to 

inspect the carpets.  The conclusion was that the carpets are in good condition, but that “throwing” the balls would shorten 

the life of the carpet.  They will be inspected again next season. 

At the Annual General Meeting the membership approved an additional playing slot – 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays.  Members 

were also asked to volunteer where they thought they could help the club.  Eleven members signed up and we wish to 

thank those who offered their time.  The volunteer sign-up card will be available at sign-up for additional names. 

A discussion took place about court courtesy and respect.  While we don’t think it necessary to again remind everyone 

about the basic do’s and don’ts, a copy will be available at sign-up November 7.  

Here are the events scheduled for the coming season (2019/2020) – all events to take place in the Queensway building: 

 Sign-up  - Thursday, November 7 from 1 – 3 p.m. 

 Wine and Cheese – Saturday, November 30 from 1 – 3 p.m. 

 Luncheon – Saturday, January 18 from noon – 2 p.m. 

 Fun Day –Saturday, February 15 from 9:30 -3 p.m. 

 Annual General Meeting – Saturday, March 14 from 10:30 – 2 p.m.  

Now we come to the “battle of the boards”.  On April 2, Joe Costa, Dave Libby, Rick Adams and Bill Hamilton met to discuss 

the options.  While some members say the boards need to be replaced, others say they have played on them for some 

time and they are fine as they are.  The decision was made to do nothing except to fix up the “joints” with new backing 

plates. 

We need a volunteer to step up and volunteer to help with the Competitive League.  After being “the commissioner” since 

its inception, Al Ritchie is stepping down.  This isn’t a big job and Al is willing to tutor a new commissioner.  Please step 

forward. 

We hope everyone is enjoying a good summer in good health and will again return to our other home – Maple Leaf. 

 

 

Maple Leaf Tennis Club 
Greg Freeman 
 
Tournament Report – Gary and Heather Reid 
 
Maple Leaf Cup 
 
The Maple Leaf Cup, originally to be played on March16, but rained out, was finally held on March 30. Eighty players on 
all five courts battled it out in 10 teams of eight, named after famous tennis players.  
The two top teams after 4 hours of play were: Team Serena, comprised of Tim Llewellyn, Pat Watson, Jim Pauls, Jan 
Collings, Jack Harney, Hope Croskey, David Forsythe, and Sharon Ayotte, with 41 points; and, Team,Djokovic, comprised 
of Werner Eichberg, Pat Mintsioulis, Peter Trivett, Oksana Hopkalo, Greg Freeman, Diana Boudreau, Ken Anderson and 
Arlis Wood, with 39 points. 
After a thrilling mixed triples playoff, team Djokovic prevailed to win the Maple Leaf Cup.  
It may be coincidental, or it may be symbolic, but Novak Djovovic, at the time of this writing, is the number one tennis 
player in the world. 
The Maple Leaf Cup is the final tournament of the year and a celebration of a successful tennis season.  Many thanks to 
Tournament Chairs, Heather and Gary Reid and the Tournament Committee – Ed and Irene Stich, Lorette Pinto, and 
Mike and Sue Page for their efforts over the course of the season. 
 
Tennis in the Summer – Greg Freeman 
 
This is a reminder that there are a number of changes to the tennis courts in April in preparation for the summer season.  
All of the windscreens are removed to protect them from the heavy winds associated with the spring and the fall hurricane 
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season.  In addition, the CanAm tennis nets have been put into storage as are the cushions for the benches and the storage 
containers.  All three tennis courts at the Charlotte will remain in operation.   
 
Tennis Executive – 2019-20 – Greg Freeman 
 
The following members have been voted in as our tennis executive for the 2019-20 coming year: 

• Past President                                                    Glenn Houghton 
• President                                                             Drew Robertson 
• Vice President                                                    Murray Knights 
• Secretary                                                             Becky Thompson                                                     
• Treasurer                                                            Greg Freeman                                                             
• Social Director                                                    Heather Reid 
• Membership Director                                       Peter Murphy 
• Tournament Directors                                      Sue and Mike Page 
• Strawberry Festival Directors                          Jack Harney and Oksana Hopkalo 
• Men’s Liaison                                                     Jeff Papiez 
• Ladies Liaison                                                     Kate Lilley  
• Auditor                                                                Brian Morris  

Thanks to following members who will leaving the tennis executive at our year end.  The tennis membership 
appreciates the time and effort they have volunteered this year, serving the membership. 

• Margie Brannen                   Ladies Liaison 
• Harry Durant                         Publicity 
• Phil and Brenda Scott          Strawberry Festival Directors 
• Heather and Gary Reid        Tournament Directors 
• Betty Staples                          Social Director 

 
 

Summer Coffee 
Donna Sheppard 
 
The first summer coffee (homeowners meeting) will be on Monday, May 13th at the CanAm. This year we would 
like to increase our support of the environment and recycling by eliminating the foam cups.  So, the theme this 
summer is “Bring your cup and fill it up”  Coffee tastes much better anyway in a real cup don’t you think? See 
you on the 13th with your cup to fill.  Oh yes, the donunts will be there too. 
 

Thank You 
 
St. Vincent De Paul food pantry thanks the more than generous residents of Maple Leaf.  Your  donations are a great help 
for our needy during the summer months.  Thanks again. 
 

Deaths 
April 
Bev Mushett  674 
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